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Abstract

Background: The primary place for teaching, especially difficult scientific subjects is the classroom.
Nowadays, many students do not want to attend classes. This study aimed to investigate the factors
affecting student attendance in the classroom from the perspective of medical sciences students of
Mashhad University of Medical Sciences (MUMS), Mashhad, Iran.

Materials and Methods: This cross-sectional study was conducted on medical sciences students of
MUMS (nursing and midwifery, pharmacy, and health sciences students) who participated in a two-
day entrepreneurship workshop using the available sampling method. Data were collected using a
standard questionnaire containing demographic questions, and 26 items on factors affecting student
attendance in classrooms on a five-point Likert scale were used. The questionnaire was self-
administered by the students. The data were analyzed using SPSS software version 16.0.

Results: In the study, 101 students of three faculties of MUMS, including nursing and midwifery
(39.6%), health sciences (36.6%), and pharmacy (23.8%), participated. The most important factor
affecting the attendance of students in the classroom was factors related to professors (3.93+0.61),
factors related to the evaluation system (3.87+0.63), and student-related factors (3.86+0.56). The
lowest average score was related to the physical conditions of the classroom (3.59+0.77).

Conclusion: The attendance of students in classrooms is affected by factors related to the professor,
students, and the evaluation system.

Key Words: Class attendance, Factors, Effects, Iran, Medical Students.

*Please cite this article as: Derakhshan Shahrabad H, Vahedian-Shahroodi M, Parnian S, Nateghi S, Alipour-
Anbarani M. Factors Affecting Class Attendance: Perspective of Medical Students at Mashhad University of
Medical Sciences, Iran. Med Edu Bull 2022; 3(4): 577-84. DOI: 10.22034/meb.2022.355354.1065

*Corresponding Author:

Mansoure Alipour-Anbarani, School of Public Health and Safety, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical
Sciences, Tehran, Iran.

Email: alipoor.ne@gmail.com
Received date: Jun. 14, 2022; Accepted date: Dec.12, 2022

Med Edu Bull, Vol.3, N.4, Serial No.10, Dec. 2022 577


https://www.medicaleducation-bulletin.ir/?_action=article&kw=410679&_kw=Class+attendance

Class Attendance and Medical Students

1- INTRODUCTION

The quality of education is an
essential concern of higher education
systems in most countries, and much
attention has been paid to it in recent years
(1, 2). The absence of students from
classrooms is a growing problem in
universities, which can affect the quality of
education (3). It is generally believed that
the classroom is the primary place for
teaching, especially difficult scientific
subjects (4). The classroom is a suitable
place to transfer the professors’
experiences to the students and to better
understand the course material. Students
who attend the class and interact with the
professor usually try to improve their
behavior, decisions, and future goals by
identifying with the professor and
modeling their roles (3). Absence from
classrooms disrupts the dynamic teaching-
learning process and creates a boring and
unpleasant environment (5). The findings
show that lack of attendance in
classrooms, which can start from the
moment they enter the university,
decreases the academic motivation of
students (4). Since the motivation of all
students is not the same, and much of the
professors’ attitudes and experiences are
transferred in the classroom, the professor
can increase the motivation of students by
raising the curiosity and enthusiasm of
students for the teaching subject during the
lecture (6-10). A study by Gump (7) on the
factors that encourage students to
participate in the class showed that
professors have the greatest impact on
attendance and the attractiveness of a
course. Sleigh et al. believe that students
who are present in the class hear the
discussion of concepts, the professor’s
point of view on the course material, and
the questions and suggestions of other
students and can compare their
information with others, improving the
interaction of learners and instructors (11).
The progress of every country depends on
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committed and disciplined students, and
the spread of absenteeism from classes
among students harms their educational
performance and progress in scientific
fields (12). University attendance and
student absenteeism have become major
problems in  universities.  Student
attendance is essential as not all
institutions provide online or e-learning
education, and students must attend classes
regularly to benefit from the information
provided by the teachers. Non-attendance
of students in theoretical classes is an
educational problem that has recently been
on the rise in medical sciences universities
(13). Medical students, who will have to
deal with the health and preservation of
human life in the future, are substantial
and valuable assets of every country, and
their effective and efficient training
regarding education, research, and culture
is an essential duty of universities. The
absence of students from classrooms
affects their capabilities, and without
exchanging  ideas in  classrooms,
educational transformation cannot occur
for students. Therefore, it is necessary to
understand the factors that contribute to
student absenteeism and define strategies
to prevent this problem. This study aimed
to determine the factors affecting students’
attendance in the classroom from the
perspective of medical sciences students of
Mashhad University of Medical Sciences
(MUMS).

2- MATERIALS AND METHODS
2-1. Study design

This descriptive-analytical study was
conducted in 2022 at Mashhad University
of Medical Sciences (MUMS), Mashhad,
Iran. Sampling was done using the census
method and in an accessible way. The
sample included students of three faculties
of pharmacy, health and nursing, and
midwifery who participated in the
entrepreneurial skills training workshop.
Of the students participating in the
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workshop, those who were willing to
participate in the study completed the
questionnaire.

2-2. Instruments

A questionnaire was used for data
collection and consisted of two parts; the
first part contained questions about the
individual characteristics of the student,
including age, gender, marital status, the
field of study, and the year of University
entrance. The second part contained 26
items related to factors affecting student
attendance in the classroom. The items
were from six areas: professor (seven
items), student-related factors (seven
items), content-related factors (six items),
motivational factors (two items), physical
factors (two items), and factors related to
evaluation (two items). The items were
scored based on a five-point Likert scale
from "completely agree" (score 5) to
"completely disagree" (score 1). The
validity and reliability of the questionnaire
were confirmed by Mirzazadeh et al. (14),
with a content validity coefficient of 0.81,
a reliability coefficient of r=0.79, and
ICC=0.79.

2-3. Ethical considerations

After obtaining permission from the
workshop and university officials, the
questionnaires  were  distributed and
collected in person. Participation in the
study was not mandatory, and the
participants completed the questionnaires

willingly.  Confidentiality of names,
publication of results in a general manner,
and collection of information without
mentioning names were other
considerations of the study.

2-4. Data analysis

The data were presented using descriptive
statistics such as frequencies, percentages,
means, and standard deviations. A p-value
less than 0.05 was statistically significant.

3- RESULTS

A total of 101 students from three
faculties of MUMS participated in this
study. The average age of students was
(22.96 + 4.5583), 60.4% were female, and
59.4% were undergraduate students
(Table.1). Of the total participants, 39.6%
were nursing and midwifery students,
23.8% were pharmacy, and 36.6% were
health students. The results showed that
the primary factors related to attendance in
classrooms were the professor with an
average of 3.93+0.95, the evaluation
system with an average of 3.87+0.63, and
factors related to students with an average
of 3.86+0.56. The lowest average score
was related to the physical conditions of
the classroom with 3.59+0.77, and
motivational factors with 3.61+0.95.
Factors affecting the attendance of
students in the classroom, regardless of the
area, are shown in Table.2.

Table-1: General characteristics of participants (n=101).

Variables Sub-group Number | %
Male 40 39.6
Gender Female 61 40.4
Nurse 30 29.7
Midwife 10 9.9
Major Health Scienc_es 27 26.7
Health Education 4 4
Environmental Health 6 5.9
Pharmacy 24 23.8
BSc (Bachelor) 60 59.4
. MSc (Master Science) 12 11.9
Educational level PhD 5 5
MPharm (Master of Pharmacy) 24 23.8
Age, year Mean + Standard deviation
' 22.96+4.558
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Table-2: Factors Affecting Students' Class Attendance from the Medical Sciences Students' Perspective

(n=101).
Professors Related Factors Meant SD
(Ranged: 1-5)
High academic mastery and mastery of the professor in the content makes the students attend the class. 4.22+ 0.83
The educational design of the class (correct and logical organization of the materials by the teacher, specifying the
objectives of the class, specifying the method of presentation at the beginning of the class, presenting the whole lesson 4.06 £0.94
at the beginning of the class and specifying the path of the class to the end) makes students attend the class.
The use of active, cooperative and other similar methods of teaching makes students attend the class. 3.75+ 1.02
The professor's interest and motivation towards education makes students attend the class. 3.80+ 1.06
The friendly and happy atmosphere of the class, if it is proper and appropriate, will make the students attend the class. 3.95+ 1.01
Applying the principles of effective presentation (power of speech and clear expression, confidence in speaking, using
hand movements and body language appropriately, changing the tone of voice, making eye contact with students) 3.93+ 1.06
makes students attend the class.
Clearly specifying the application of the meeting materials in the field of medicine makes students attend the class. 3.83+0.98
Total 3.93+0.61
Content related factors Mean+ SD
Specialized content causes students to be absent from class. 321+1.18
Repetitive content between different courses causes students to be absent from class. 3.80+ 1.01
Old information and lack of update of professor's information causes students to be absent from class. 3.79+ 0.93
Content unrelated to the field of medicine causes students to be absent from class. 3.76+ 1.08
If the subject is complicated and cannot be learned by individual study, it will cause students to attend the class. 3.73+1.08
If the class content is limited to books or pamphlets or internet content, it will cause students to be absent from class. 3.69+ 1.07
Total 3.66+0.62
Students Related Factors Mean+ SD
Regularity and responsibility of the student makes her/him attend the class. 3.80+ 1.17
The student's personal interest in the subject makes her/him attend the class. 4.14+ 0.97
Pre-reading and preparation makes the student attend the class. 3.77+ 1.06
The connection between the specialized field that the student wants to choose and the content of the session will make
the student attend the class. 4.12+0.86
The positive view of the higher year students towards the course and the professor makes the student attend the class. 3.89+ 0.93
Participating in extracurricular activities causes the student to be absent from class. 3.47+1.03
Difficulty waking up causes the student to miss class. 3.88+1.21
Total 3.86+ 0.56
Motivational Factors Mean+ SD
Roll-calling makes the student attend the class. 3.84+ 1.09
Conducting a class exam (Quiz) makes the student attend the class. 3.40+ 1.20
Total 3.61+ 0.95
Physical Conditions Related Factors Mean+ SD
The classroom facilities and its conditions such as temperature and light and the presence of suitable heating and
cooling facilities, especially in very hot and very cold seasons, make students attend the class. 3.93+0.96
The overcrowding of the class and the number of students causes students to be absent from class. 3.27+1.18
Total 3.59+ 0.77
Evaluation System Related Factors Mean+ SD
Alignment of class discussions and end-of-semester exam makes students attend class. 3.82+ 0.96
Approaching the days of exams causes students to be absent from class. 3.93+ 0.95
Total 3.87+ 0.68

SD: Standard deviation.

4- DISCUSSION

attendance in the classroom from the

_ perspective of medical sciences students of
The purpose of this study was to Mashhad University of Medical Sciences.
determine the factors affecting students’ The results showed that the primary factors
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were related to the professor, the
evaluation system, and the student.

The significant effect of the characteristics,
expertise and proficiency of the professors,
and their power of expression on the
attendance of students in the classroom is
consistent with other studies. In a study at
Sabzevar University of Medical Sciences,
Azmoudeh et al. indicated the factor of the
professor and their ability of expression as
the most important factor affecting student
attendance in the classroom (15). Vakili et
al. (16), Tarabi et al. (13), Nabavi et al.
(17), Fashihi Harandi et al. (18), Ghorbani
et al. (19), and Nazari Vanani et al. (20),
achieved similar results. It can be
concluded that in most studies, the primary
factor affecting student attendance in the
classroom is the characteristics of the
professor, their mastery of the content, and
their power of expression. The present
study found that the friendly and cheerful
atmosphere of the class, if properly
managed, can have a positive effect on
student attendance. The professor’s
interest and motivation in teaching and the
energy that they spend in class can
improve this atmosphere. The results of
similar studies indicate that faculty
members should be informed of the
significant effect of the role and teaching
style of the professor on attendance in the
classroom. Several studies have shown that
inefficient teaching, inappropriate behavior
of professors with  students, and
insufficient training in professional ethics
are among the major complaints of
students about the educational system (21,
22). ldentifying and understanding the
factors affecting the attendance of students
in the class in higher education institutions
might affect the policies of the institutions,
the performance of professors, and the
improvement of the higher education
process (23). The present study found that
another essential factor affecting student
attendance in the classroom is the
evaluation system. It seems that when the
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exam season is approaching, the
interference of the exam schedule in class
times  contributes  considerably to
absenteeism from class sessions. It may be
possible to plan the students’ schedules so
that the final exam season is separate from
the educational period. When the students
have sufficient time to take the exams, this
cause of absenteeism is solved to some
extent (14). This study also found that the
regularity and responsibility of students
are important factors affecting attendance
in the classroom. According to Morin,
learning responsibility is demonstrated
through participating in classes,
laboratories, and seminars and completing
homework assignments on time and with
quality (24). Therefore, strategies such as
providing an opportunity for students to
present part of the material and projects
and virtual education methods can have a
positive effect on the responsibility of
learning and should be considered in
education. The present study found that
roll call and checking the attendance or
holding an exam can also affect student
attendance in the classroom. However, it
should be noted that when students are
forced to attend an ineffective lecturer’s
classroom via roll-calling, their learning
their learning will decrease. In other
words, the main purpose of the students’
presence in the classroom is to experience
learning opportunities that are not
available outside. Therefore, it is not
appropriate  to wuse roll-calling as a
controlling tool in a lecture session as it
might not have a suitable result, except for
filling the classes. Roll call can be used as
an encouragement strategy when instead of
giving negative points to absent students,
an encouraging point is granted to students
who are present (14). In a study by Nazari
Vanani et al., students did not show
interest in roll calls, and 61% of students
mentioned roll call as a factor that forced
them to attend the classroom (20).
Although quizzes can have a positive
effect on student attendance in the
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classroom, they should not be used only as
a tool to control students’ attendance as it
creates negative feelings and stress in
students, lowering their learning quality.
Tariq et al. showed that students welcome
quizzes if they receive feedback (25, 26).
Seraji believes that the learning culture in
Iran is teacher-centered and emphasizes
evaluating, grading, and ranking students,
leaving out criticism, observing the power
distance between students and teachers,
and respect for professors (27). Faculty
members should provide a learning
environment where students become
interested in attending class, identify
factors that motivate students to attend
classes, and use strategies to create
attractiveness in their teaching methods
(28-32). One study showed that the
average scores of strategies to reduce
absenteeism from the classroom, in order
of importance, were the professor’s
mastery of the teaching material, attention
to student learning, good manners of the
teacher, respectful behavior with students,
cheerfulness of the class atmosphere,
practical and attractive method of teaching,
emphasizing student attendance, using
various methods and new content in
teaching, answering students’ questions
correctly, and continuous evaluation (33).

Academic progress and the prevention of
academic decline are closely related to the
presence of students in the classroom, and
many factors affect it. Therefore, it is
necessary to face this challenge by
informing faculty members about the
essential effect of the role and teaching
style of the professor on attendance in the
classroom and providing incentives for
students to attend the classroom. If a
classroom is a place for socializing and
strengthening relationships with other
students, a platform for intellectual
discussion and challenges, and an
environment to learn reasoning and critical
thinking, attendance is essential (14).

4-1. Study Limitations
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This study used the available sampling
method. Therefore, only the students who
participated in the educational workshop
completed the questionnaire, and the
results cannot be generalized to all
students of health, pharmacy, and nursing
and midwifery faculties.

5- CONCLUSION

The academic progress of students and
the prevention of academic decline are
closely related to the presence of students
in the classroom. The results of this study
showed that from the students’
perspective, the primary factors affecting
attendance in the classrooms are factors
related to the professor (competence,
correct and logical organization of the
material, friendliness, and cheerfulness of
the class atmosphere), evaluation system
(approaching the exam days, and
coordinating class sessions with the end-
of-semester exams), and the student (the
personal interest of the student in the
course  subject, connection of the
specialized field with the content of the
session, positive view of the higher year
students). The lowest mean score was
related to the physical conditions of the
classroom (facilities and conditions,
crowdedness, and the number of students).
It is suggested to create incentives for
students to attend classrooms by assigning
parts of classroom training to the students
and including students’ presentations in
the teaching method. Also, it is
recommended to conduct similar research
(quantitative and qualitative) and seek the
students’ opinions on how to improve the
quality of classrooms in different
universities.

6- AUTHORS’ CONTRIBUTIONS

Study conception or design: HD and MA,;
Data analyzing and draft manuscript
preparation: MV, SP, and SN; Critical
revision of the paper: MA; Supervision of
the research: HD and MA; Final approval

582



Derakhshan Shahrabad et al.

of the version to be published: HD, MV,
SP, SN, and MA.

7- CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None.
8- REFERENCES

1. Tabarsa Gh , Hasanvand mofrad M
Arefnezhad M. Analysis and Ranking Factors
Affecting the

Improving Educational Quality with a Case
Study in the University of Isfahan, quarterly
journal of

Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities,
2012; 4(16): 53-74.

2. Mehralizadeh S, Ghorbani R, Zolfaghari S,
Shahinfar H, Nikkhah R, Pourazizi M. Factors
Affecting Student Concentration in Classroom:
Medical Students’” Viewpoints in Semnan
University of Medical Sciences, Iranian
Journal of Medical Education 2013; 13
(8):663-71.

3. Fasihi Harandi T, Azizzadehforoozi M,
Mohammadalizadeh S, Ghazanfari mogadam
Z. Effective Factors
on Theoretical Class Attendance according to
Nursing and Midwifery Students’ Point of
View, Kerman Razi School
of Nursing and Midwifery. Strides in
Development of Medical Education, 2007
4(2): 100-7.

4. Safavi A. Overview of Teaching
Techniques. Tehran: Moaser Publisher;1996.

5. Devadoss S, Foltz J. Evaluation of factors
influencing student class attendance and
performance. American Journal of Agricultural
Economics 1996; (78)3: 499-507.

6. Nikbakht Nasrabadi A, Parsa Yekta Z.
Critical appraisal of teachers assessment in
Tehran medical sciences university. Medical
school Journal of Tehran medical sciences
university 2001; special issue:72-73.

7. Gump SE. Keep students coming by
keeping them interested: motivators for class
attendance. College Student 2004; 38(1):157.

8. Shabani H. Traninig and Education Skills.
Tehran: SAMT; 2002: 143-242.

9. Karami M, Amanat A, Rasekh Jahromi A,
Sotoodeh Jahromi A. The evaluation of

Med Edu Bull, Vol.3, N.4, Serial No.10, Dec. 2022

effective  factors on attendance and
nonattendance in theoretical classrooms, from
the Viewpoints of Medical students of

Jahrom’s University of Medical Sciences.
jjums. 2013; 11(1):7-14.

10. Landin, Mariana, and Jorge Pérez. 2015.
Class Attendance and Academic Achievement
of Pharmacy Students in a European
University.” Currents in Pharmacy Teaching
and Learning 7(1): 78-83.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cptl.2014.09.013.

11. Sleigh MJ, Ritzer DR. Encouraging
student attendance, Observer 2001; 14 (9):13.

12. Kouchaki E, Motaghi M. Education
services quality of Kashan Medical Science
University, based on SERVQUAL model in
viewpoints of students. IAHS.2017; 4(4): 84-8.

13. Torabi M, Amini P, Taheri S, Karimi-
Afshar M, Abbasloo A. Effective Factors on
Theoretical Classes Attendance of Dentistry
Students of Kerman University of Medical
Sciences, Iran. Strides Dev Med Educ. 2014;
11(3): 342-9.

14. Mirzazadeh A, Aminian M, Alizadeh M,
Sahebozamani E, Sabzi Aliabdi Sh. Factors
Affecting Class Absenteeism: Perspective of
Medical Students and Faculty Members at
Tehran University of Medical Sciences.
Iranian Journal of Medical Education 2018:
18(27): 243-65.

15. Azmoudeh E, Dolati M, Farzadmanesh E,
KhosroAbadi AA, Rakhshani MH. Survey of
Student Views about Factors Affecting
Students' Attendance in Classrooms in
Sabzevar University of Medical Sciences, Iran.
Strides Dev Med Educ. 2013; 10(2): 142-9.

16. Vakili ATeynouri M, Ghorbani R.
Reasons of absence from clinical foundation
classes from the viewpoints of medical
students of Semnan University of Medical
Sciences. The Journal of Medical Education
and Development. 2013; 8(1): 65-75.

17. Nabavi S J, Safavi M. [Causes of
absenteeism and lack of attention to the
instructions among medical students of Islamic
Azad University, Tehran Medical Branch].
Medical Sciences. 2011; 21(3): 227-32.

18. Fasihi Harandi T, Azizzadeh Froozi M,
Mohammadalizadeh S, Ghazanfari Moghadam

583



Class Attendance and Medical Students

Z. Effective factors on theoretical class
attendance according to nursing and midwifery
students "point of view Kerman Razi school of
nursing and midwifery. Strides Dev Med Educ
2007;4 (2):100-7.

19. Ghorbani R, Haji Aghajani S, Heidarifar
M, et al. viewpoints of nursing and para-
medical students about the features of a good
university lecturer. Journal of Semnan
University of Medical Sciences 2009;
10(2):77-84.

20. Nazari Vanani R, Aeen F. A Review on
Students’ Comments Concerning factors
affecting Their Absence in the Classroom.
meded]. 2016; 4 1): 50-5.
URL.: http://mededj.ir/article-1-167-en.html.

21. Gharaei Sh Kargozar S A. Gholami
Students Viewpoints of Mashhad Dental
School about Educational Problems; a
Qualitative Study. Bimonthly of Education
Strategies in Medical Sciences 2015; 8(2):
123-130.

22. Sanatkhani M, Molla Z, Akbari M.
Evaluation of the students’ perception about
clinical education and examination in
Mashhad School of Dentistry (Iran) in 2009.
Journal of Mashhad Dental School 2012;
36(3):211-2.

23. Adebisi OS, Lawal KO. Factors
Influencing Students Classes Attendance
Decisions: A Study of  Business
Administration Student. Arabian Journal of
Business and Management Review Oman
Chapter 2016; 6(2): 1-6.

24, Morin  KH.  Fostering  student
accountability for learning. J Nurs Educ. 2014;
53(10): 547-8.

25. Tarig SG, Johnson AM, Thrush CR,
Woods MB, Johnson VA, Clardy JA. Pop
quizzes: evidence based strategy for medical
students. J Int Assoc Med Sci Educators. 2007;
17(2).

Med Edu Bull, Vol.3, N.4, Serial No.10, Dec. 2022

26. Cicirello VA. On the role and effectiveness
of pop quizzes in CS1. ACM SIGCSE
Bulletin; 2009. [citd 2018 Jan 3]. Available
from: https://dl. acm. org/citation.
cfm?id=1508971.

27. Seraji F. Virtual learning environment for
changing learning culture. Culture strategy.
2013; 18(5): 27-49.

28. Nur Hidayah Md Noh, Sarah Yusoff, Nor
Aini Hassanuddin, Nursyazni Mohamad Sukri.
Class attendance and its impact on students’
performance, April 2018, Conference: Class
attendance and its impact on students’
performance, At: Malaysia. Available from:
file:///C:/Users/saeidim911/Downloads/45-
53%20(1).pdf.

29. Fadelelmoula TE. Impact of class
attendance  on  student  performance.
International Research Journal of Medicine
and Medical Science, 2018; 2(6):47-9.

30. Kassarnig V, Bjerre-Nielsen A, Mones E,
Lehmann S, Lassen DD (2017). Class
attendance, peer similarity, and academic
performance in a large field study. PLoS ONE
12(11):e0187078.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0187078.

31. Khan SN. Attendance at university
lectures: A study into factors which influence
it, and exam performance as a consequence of
it. MSOR Connections Journals, 2018;
17(1):46-52.

https://journals.gre.ac.uk/index.php/msor/articl
elview/902.

32. Stoner SC, Fincham JE. Faculty role in
classroom engagement and attendance. Am J
Pharm Educ 2012; 76 (5): 75.

33. Delaram, M., Asefi, F., Shams, S.
Strategies to Reduce Absenteeism from the
Viewpoints of Students in Shahrekord
University of Medical Sciences. Future of
Medical Education Journal, 2016; 6(2): 3-8.
doi: 10.22038/fmej.2016.7071.

584


http://mededj.ir/article-1-167-en.html

